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Culture
With 56 Michelin-starred restaurants in the Bay
Area, it’s no wonder the dining scene here is world
renowned. Visit Madcap in San Anslemo to get a
taste of our own local Michelin darling, or check
out one of the five “Bib Gourmand” rated eateries
noted for both taste and value. For the full list of
restaurants, please visit bit.ly/sfbaymichelin.

Marin is known for its active outdoor lifestyle and wide
range of recreational activities. With miles of hiking and
biking trails, kayaking and stand-up paddleboarding
in the Bay, surfing at the beach, farmers markets and
seasonal festivals, and a vibrant cultural center, there’s
a wide range to inspire, engage and explore. Please
visit bit.ly/marinrec for more information.

There are 6 professional sports teams based in
the Bay Area, including two baseball teams, two
football teams, a basketball team and a hockey team.
Something for everyone!
San Francisco Giants
Oakland Athletics
San Francisco 49ers
Oakland Raiders

www.sfgiants.com
www.oaklandathletics.com
www.49ers.com
www.raiders.com

Golden State Warriors

www.warriors.com

San Jose Sharks

www.sjsharks.com

B

Belvedere
Only about one square mile in size, Belvedere is a natural paradise
offering its dwellers a peaceful respite from the bustle of urban
life. Though it has no downtown or shopping district, Belvedere is
an incredibly desirable place to live and one of the most affluent
communities in the country, so it’s no surprise that homes come with
a correspondingly high price tag. The town’s property values are a
function of its proximity to the City and its breathtaking location,
surrounded on three sides by the San Francisco Bay. Belvedere offers
world-famous views of San Francisco, Angel Island, the Golden Gate
Bridge, Mount Tamalpais, and Sausalito.
Many of the homes here were designed by acclaimed architects and are
located either on the dramatic hillsides of Belvedere Island, in the flats
along Belvedere Lagoon, or on the shore of the San Francisco Bay. It’s
a tight-knit community where residents can be found gathering at the
town’s newly renovated park, at tony fundraisers, or launching boats
from the docks of the local yacht club. It’s an amazing location if you
can afford it, and the amenities of neighboring Tiburon are just a stone’s
throw away.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$3,250,000 $3,175,000 40

City Statistics are from the Bay Area Real Estate Information Services Multiple Listing Service for Single Family Homes sold in the period
of 1/1–12/31/2018. Data is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed accurate.

Corte Madera
Locally known as the Twin Cities, Corte Madera and Larkspur share
abundant charm, warm weather, a police department, and school district,
though eastern parts of Corte Madera fall in Tiburon’s Reed Union School
District. A plethora of shopping options abound at two upscale outdoor
shopping centers, The Village and Town Center.
Like most Marin towns, it’s a paradise for hikers and bikers. Even the local
mall can be a nice place to spend time outdoors, as each Wednesday
afternoon the Town Center is transformed into a farmer’s market,
complete with organic produce and fresh baked goods. Corte Madera
Town Park is the gathering spot for locals, with a playground, skate park,
walking paths, summer camps, and a fun 4th of July celebration. It serves
as the main hub for a host of other sports activities as well.
From the open space and flat lots of the east side and Corte Madera
Gardens to the tree-lined, hillside neighborhoods of Chapman Park
and Christmas Tree Hill, there’s a variety of flavors to explore and much
to like about Corte Madera, including the convenience of the nearby
Larkspur Ferry Terminal and easy access to highway 101 for a short
commute to San Francisco.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,299,000 $1,299,000 26

F

Fairfax
The charm of Fairfax is hard to resist. Spend a Saturday hanging out in
the relaxed and unpretentious downtown and you’ll see why. You can
sunbathe in the park, take a yoga class, grab dinner, and see a live band
or movie all within a radius of a few blocks. The range of businesses
is extensive for such a small downtown too, with an organic market,
traditional grocery store, a brewery, bakery, ice cream parlor, clothing
stores, hardware store, nursery, bike shops, surf shop, and more. With
so many conveniences, it’s no wonder Fairfax boasts one of the highest
Walkscores in the county.
Residents have resisted big chains coming into town, so everything
has a friendly, local feel. With a variety of restaurants, two nightclubs,
and several bars, it’s a hot spot at night by Marin standards, but it’s the
abundance of warm days and outdoor activities that really seal the deal.
Fairfax is the birthplace of mountain biking, and both bikers and hikers
are drawn to the popular trails at Deer Park and nearby Cataract Falls.
With the proximity to the beach, Point Reyes and San Geronimo Valley,
people come from all over to join in the fun on the weekends. Top-notch
schools, including Manor Elementary, White Hill Middle and Sir Francis
Drake High School round out the incredible array of amenities that
Fairfax has to offer.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$939,000

$950,000

23

Greenbrae
Amazing views, great schools and convenience are the main attractions
in the community of Greenbrae. Commuters love the mile or less drive
to the freeway and close proximity to the Larkspur Ferry Terminal.
Residents can ride in style to Giants games as well as San Francisco’s
Ferry Building, adjacent to the Financial District. The town’s Bon Air
Center serves as the commercial and social hub with some 50 shops
and services. If you happen to need medical attention, cutting edge care
is available at Marin General Hospital; other alternative and traditional
medical practices are plentiful in the area.
Greenbrae shares a highly regarded school system with Kentfield,
including Bacich Elementary and Kent Middle School. The area takes its
name from a Scottish word meaning green hillside and the town is true
to its name. Most homes are situated on the hill above Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard, with majestic views of San Francisco Bay, Corte Madera
Creek, and Mount Tamalpais. Townhome and condo living are popular
options with many different communities, and there’s a small population
of houseboats as well.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,379,000 $1,350,000 30

K

Kentfield
Kentfield is an unincorporated area of Marin County nestled at the base
of Mt. Tamalpais between Larkspur and Ross along Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard, anchored by the College of Marin—a vibrant community
college—and the popular Woodlands Market. The area is upscale and
mostly residential, with many large homes on generous, flat lots.
The Kent Woodlands neighborhood of 550 homes has an idyllic, sylvan
flavor, with many estate homes on sprawling, private parcels. It’s
governed by the Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association, which
oversees traffic safety, fire preparedness, a rigorous architectural review
process, social activities, representation on countywide issues, and
maintenance of community development standards.
Shopping and restaurant options are limited in Kentfield, but those of
neighboring towns are readily accessible as is the convenience of the
nearby Larkspur Ferry Terminal. The Kentfield public schools, which are
shared with Greenbrae, are some of the most sought-after in the county.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$2,222,000 $2,442,500 26

Larkspur
With a unique mix of features, Larkspur is the perfect location for
many Marin homebuyers. It’s far enough north to avoid the fog that
sometimes lingers in southern Marin, but close enough to San Francisco
for a reasonable commute. It also has a high proportion of homes with
vintage charm, highly rated schools—from Neil Cummins Elementary
through Redwood High—and a picturesque and historic downtown
business district that locals just adore. It blends a pleasant small town
feel with world-class restaurants and cafes, adorable boutiques, and
classic Victorian and Craftsman architecture. The period homes close
to downtown are especially sought after, so they come with a relatively
high price tag, but there are few situations more desirable in Marin.
Residents take a lot of pride in their town, as evidenced by The Lark
Theater. A fixture of downtown Larkspur since 1936, it was in danger of
being torn down in 2003 when locals banded together and saved it from
demolition. The Lark is now restored and operated by a non-profit group.
A few blocks away you’ll find the entrance to Madrone Canyon, a residential
neighborhood that serves as a gateway to incredible hiking trails.
The Marin Country Mart, formerly known as Larkspur Landing, is
home to the Golden Gate Ferry, several businesses, a few apartment
complexes, and newer upscale homes. It also plays host to live music
on Fridays and the farmer’s market on Saturdays. The Off the Grid
food truck market rounds out the weekend on summer Sundays. A bike
tunnel from central San Rafael provides convenient access.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,650,000 $1,689,789 23

Mill Valley
It’s safe to say there is no place else in the world quite like Mill Valley.
Located in an idyllic woodsy setting at the foot of Mt. Tamalpais, it’s
charming and sophisticated, laid back and happening all at the same
time. It’s the kind of town where you might see Sammy Hagar or Tyler
Florence at the market, yoga and all things organic are popular, dogs are
almost mandatory, and young and old gather to play chess outside in
the town square.
The short drive into town from 101 makes it feel like you’re entering an
alpine village, with crisp air and redwood-lined roads, culminating in
a downtown that’s storybook charming. There’s a great family-owned
market, a bookstore/cafe in an old train depot, a variety of upscale
shops, and some of the best dining to be found in the county. In many
ways, Mill Valley is what people from other places picture when they
think of Marin.
Mill Valley has its own film festival each fall celebrating independent
and world cinema. Each June the town hosts The Dipsea Race, the
oldest cross-country trail running event in the U.S. Every Tuesday night,
comedy at The Throck draws crowds. Big name Marin locals like Dana
Carvey have been known to drop in for impromptu appearances.
Each neighborhood around Mill Valley offers something unique.
Properties in Blithedale Canyon take solace under the redwood canopy
with a stream trickling nearby and popular Railroad Grade hiking and
mountain biking trails. Homes on the ridge offer views, along with easy
trail access. Tam Junction is a quick jaunt to Tennessee Valley, Tam
Valley Elementary, Muir Beach, Little City Farms, and the fastest San
Francisco commute.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,497,000 $1,612,500 23

Novato
Even with a bustling population of more than 53,000 residents, of all
the cities in Marin County, Novato best captures a small-town-America
feeling. Located just below Petaluma, adjacent to Sonoma and Napa
counties, and surrounded by oak and bay tree-studded hills, it’s about a
half hour drive from San Francisco at non-peak times (but can take over
an hour in traffic). Golden Gate Transit offers Wi-Fi on board and a very
comfy commute of around an hour to San Francisco’s Financial District,
depending on the starting point.
Novato offers immediate access to several mountain bike and foot trail
systems, the refurbished Black Point Boat launch, and several children’s
camps and family programs. Many homes enjoy generous lots with
flat lawns, tons of sun, and a high quality school system. Some recent
changes are making Novato an even more appealing choice. The Grant
Avenue downtown business district has been charmingly redeveloped
and includes Trader Joe’s, Whole Foods, and the Tuesday night farmer’s
market. Along with the annual Art, Wine and Music Festival, Novato has
become an extension of nearby Sonoma’s culinary offerings.
Vintage Oaks Shopping Center offers just about every convenience,
including both Costco and Target, as well as dining and live music at
Hopmonk Tavern, and a whole host of other retail options. The beer
garden at nearby Moylan’s Brewery is a great place to watch a game
and is a favorite among locals.
Novato is served by Novato Unified Public School System, which
includes the top-rated Pleasant Valley and Rancho Elementary schools.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$819,000

$849,000

31

R

Ross
With its dramatic gated estates and manicured gardens, Ross would
make a perfect setting for a posh Hollywood movie. As one of the first
towns in California to regulate tree cutting and with strict regulations
on building, Ross has managed to retain its natural beauty, with treelined streets and several serene lakes accessed by public trails. A perfect
balance of charm and sophistication, it’s an idyllic setting for both the
Lagunitas Country Club as well as the Marin Art and Garden Center,
a popular venue for weddings. The downtown, while offering just a
handful of the essential amenities, is postcard perfect.
And speaking of postcards, there is no mail delivery to most homes in
Ross. Instead, residents pick up their mail at the downtown post office,
which serves as a gathering place for the locals and is reportedly the
place to pick up the latest gossip, as well. Of course, this level of upscale
living—complete with a public K-8 school that’s ranked among the top
1 percent in the country—doesn’t come cheap. But if your budget allows
and you’re looking for privacy, timeless appeal, and room to spread out,
Ross should be high on your list.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$2,595,000 $2,530,000 22

San Anselmo
San Anselmo is home to Craftsman style homes, Tudors, and even
Spanish Mediterranean styles. It’s right at the top of the list for many
homebuyers seeking an active, outdoor lifestyle. Located at a major
crossroads in the center of the county, cycling to town or riding with
your child to school is enthusiastically embraced. The picturesque
downtown has an upscale selection of entrepreneurial restaurants and
shops. Things tend to get a bit sleepy once the sun goes down, but two
new wine bars add a little more evening action to the area, and Fairfax
and San Rafael’s music venues are just minutes away.
San Anselmo sits between Ross and Fairfax both physically and
figuratively, as the Seminary area that borders Ross has a lot in common
with its exclusive neighbor, while some parts of town on the west side
feel much like an extension of Fairfax. This means that depending on the
neighborhood, homes in San Anselmo run the gamut from cozy entry-level
bungalows to multi-million-dollar grand estates, but most areas share an
appealing charm whatever the price point, and the schools are first rate.
Center Road sits on a former railroad track, and is now open to vehicles,
offering scenic bypasses for mountain and road cyclists. The community
offers a variety of activities for young and old, with an extensive array
of classes, camps, and other offerings from the San Anselmo Recreation
Department, a holiday tree lighting ceremony, and outdoor movie nights
during the summer months.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,250,000 $1,335,000 23

S
V

San Geronimo
Valley
The San Geronimo Valley is the sort of place where people really get
to know their neighbors. The area’s communities of Lagunitas, Forest
Knolls, San Geronimo, Woodacre and Nicasio have a true small town,
countryside feel, yet are close enough to San Francisco for a reasonable
commute and near enough to the county’s other towns for easy access
to all of Marin’s services.
The valley offers many of its own charming amenities. Woodacre Country
Market and Deli is loved by locals and an ideal spot to stop on your way
to the coast, and Lagunitas Groceries and Deli is a favorite place for
cyclists to rest and rehydrate. Eateries include Two Bird Cafe, Arti Indian
Organic Natural Cafe, and Rancho Nicasio Bar & Restaurant, which serves
as a local nightlife spot with an impressive live music lineup.
San Geronimo Valley truly is an idyllic setting with rolling hills, wide-open
meadows and crystal clear creeks providing unsurpassed access to
myriad outdoor activities as well as world-class golf at San Geronimo
Golf Course. Samuel P. Taylor State Park covers more than 2,700 acres
of wooded countryside with rolling hills of coastal redwoods and
open grasslands. The park features hiking trails, mountain biking and
equestrian trails, 60 developed campsites, 16 tent-only campsites, six
ADA sites, two group tent sites and an equestrian group site.
San Geronimo Valley Community Center offers weekly events, senior
classes, camps, and more. The Center has become a focal point for
programs in the arts, human services and for community events and
activities. Also high on San Geronimo Valley’s bragging list are the
Lagunitas and San Geronimo schools, which give parents a choice between
open classroom, Montessori, and Waldorf-Inspired programs. Take the
time to slow your pace and drink in all that the Valley has to offer.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$998,000

$105,000

43

San Rafael
San Rafael is the county seat, Marin’s most populous city, and the
most culturally diverse. It’s where much of the county’s business gets
done and is home to a variety of unique neighborhoods. San Rafael
straddles 101, so it has quick freeway access from most areas, although
the freeway at central San Rafael is often the bottleneck for morning
commute traffic. Public transit is a great option as San Rafael is wellserved by Marin’s bus lines converging at the San Rafael Transit Center.
The downtown area features a nice variety of shops and restaurants,
including nightlife, and also serves as the site for many outdoor events.
Each Thursday evening from April through September a stretch of 4th
street is transformed into one of Marin’s best farmer’s markets. There’s
live music, lots of organic produce, and tons of tasty food—in fact the
now iconic Puerto Rican restaurant Sol Food got its start there as a
vendor. Downtown streets are also closed each June for the Italian
Street Painting Festival, where artists showcase their talents with
intricate chalk drawings on the asphalt. But all the action isn’t confined
to downtown; there’s a huge farmer’s market a few exits north at the
Civic Center, open twice a week year-round.
With its diverse neighborhoods and homes to fit every budget and
taste, from modest condos to multi-million dollar estate properties, it
can take some time to really get to know San Rafael. But it’s time well
spent and there really is something for everyone.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$998,000

$1,032,000 28

S

Sausalito
Just minutes across the Golden Gate Bridge from San Francisco,
Sausalito is both a world-renowned tourist destination and an incredible
place to call home. Once known for its bohemian community, many
of whom lived in the houseboats that are still clustered along its
waterfront, today Sausalito retains much of its old school charm. It also
has a deserved reputation as
an upscale, close-in alternative to the City, with a Mediterranean vibe.
Homes with million-dollar views of the Bay, Angel Island, Belvedere
Island, Alcatraz, and the San Francisco skyline dot the hillside above
town creating a magical setting, but at times sunshine can be in short
supply when the fog rolls in from the nearby ocean. Microclimates led
to neighborhood nicknames like Hurricane Gulch and the very popular
Banana Belt. Much of the downtown corridor along Bridgeway features
businesses catering to the throngs of tourists that arrive by ferry from
San Francisco, with a number of pricey waterfront restaurants boasting
panoramic Bay views.
While tourists flock to businesses along Bridgeway, locals head to pubs
and restaurants along Caledonia Street, a.k.a. New Town. The Northwest
end of town has a more low key, local feel, and is home to a number of
condominium developments, many with Mount Tamalpais views. And
of course there are the houseboats—some four hundred floating homes
where you can find anything from a cozy little shack-for-one to a multilevel floating mansion with hot tub and helicopter landing pad. Like
most of Marin, Sausalito offers breathtaking hiking and biking trails, and
with the Bay being such a focal point, water sports are popular as well
with many boaters and kayakers taking to the Bay on weekends.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$1,198,000 $1,199,000 34

Tiburon
Tiburon is known for its postcard views that include the San Francisco
cityscape and Bay, Sausalito, Angel Island, the Golden Gate Bridge,
and its landscape reminiscent of Europe. When you mix that with the
proximity to San Francisco, the excellent school system, and the small
town feel, it’s no wonder why it’s such a desirable place to call home.
Downtown Tiburon has a lot to offer tourists and residents alike. All of the
amenities are there, including quality waterfront restaurants, a grocery
store, a great library, coffee shops, bakeries, and unique boutiques.
Outdoor enthusiasts are right at home in Tiburon. Paradise Loop, a
popular destination for cyclists, is easily accessible to locals... no trek
across the Golden Gate required. The pet-friendly Ring Mountain
Preserve is popular with trail runners, mountain bikers and geocaching
kids. The ferry terminal makes it easy to spend an afternoon biking or
hiking around nearby Angel Island State Park.
Many homes here come with a high price tag, and correspondingly the
community is one of the more affluent in the county. The schools do an
excellent job of raising money, making the award-winning Reed School
District well-funded and highly sought after. Commuters have a variety
of options, including Golden Gate Transit buses, ferry service from the
Blue and Gold fleet, or for those who prefer to drive, there’s a shortcut
via Trestle Glen to the homes off Paradise Drive.

ME DIAN

ME DIAN

AVE RAG E DAYS

L IST P R I C E

SALE PRICE

O N MARK E T

$2,249,500 $2,250,000 35

